
Opinions on 
image editing:

Young people present themselves online better.

Fake profiles are common.

Every image is edited.

I edit my images.

I use filters.

but
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62 %

27 %

36 %

51 %
use several social networks 
at the same time ... 

72 % of those vary their 
profile pictures on each network 

28 %34 % 31 % 31 % 44 %

stay 
updated.

stay in contact 
with friends. 

stay in contact 
with family.

share funny 
content.

share interesting 
content.

share things 
about my life.

passive use: "reading along"

active use: "posting"
51

63

40

35

22

%

I use social networks for …

35 % during 
registration

29 % on a 
regularly bases

22 %
if required 

14 %
never

?

I used a social network 
the first time — 

between 
8 and 13 years. 

on average with 11  years

41 %                   do not have 
access to at least one 
former account

cannot access 
the devices for 
two-factor authentication

cannot access 
linked 
email account

67 26% %

32 % that I posted an image 
that my parents should not see.

23 % that i commented 
something I saw later different.

38 % that I posted a 
akward image of myself.

27 % that I posted something 
I had a strange feeling about.

22 % that I liked akward content.

Maybe young people 
post less due to fear of 
negative consequences.

Editing images is 
important but time consuming. 

It should not be noticed 
by others.

35 %

31 %

20 %

17 %

15 %

others got a bad impression of a person

a person was insulted 

friends broke off contact

a person lost control over the spread of an image (of oneself)

peers made fun about a person 

negative experiences online 
observed by young people:

Online survey of 11-17 year olds n=400
Focus groups with 15-19 year olds youth 11/12 2020
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Living in an online stream
social networks and young people's self image 

I adjust privacy settings …

Inaccessible profiles — 
a challenge

After posting it was 
embarrassing 
...

Last week I posted an image 
of myself ...

in a
public

account.

Story
Posting Story Posting

in a 
private

account.

in a
messenger.

e. g. WhatsApp

workshops, 
e.g. 
in school

my 
mistakes my 

parents
my 
friends

    I  
  learn 
through       
     ...
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28 28%

%
% %

reading 
instead of 

posting
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